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Examiner's Amendment 
1 ) An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 
Cancel claims 10-15. 

Change title to -Apparatus for extruding unvulcanized rubber- 
In specification: 

on line 4 of the replacement paragraph for the paragraph beginning on page 10 
line 17, change "inner surface of a carcass" to -outer surface of a carcass-. 

2) Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Robert Miller on 11-22-04. 

Reasons for Allowance 

3) The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The prior art of record including Nakamura and Japan '426 fail to disclose, teach 
or suggest the specific flow dividing mechanism set forth on lines 22-30 of claim 1 . In 
Nakamura, unvulcanized rubber C flows through a passage 4c and then flows through 
passage 10c-1 in a hollow sheath portion 32 of a subblock insert 30 (a flow dividing 
mechanism). The unvulcanized rubber C is discharged from the subblock insert 30 
through a slit 35 in the hollow sheath portion 32 so as to form a rectangular conductive 
insert extending through the entire thickness of the tread. See figure 9 and figure 1 8. 
Unvulcanized rubber A flows through passage 4a and is then separated by subblock 30 
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into two portions having the rectangular conductive insert therebetween. For passage 
4a, see figures 4 and 9. For subblock insert 30, see figures 4 and 9. Japan '426 
suggests intermittently forming broad anchors on a conductive rubber insert to block its 
shrinkage in the thickness direction. Shaping the slit 35 so as to have broad anchors as 
shown in Japan '426's table at the top of column 9 allows the nonconducting rubber A to 
be on both sides of the intruding middle board anchor. The subblock insert 30 
protrudes from the unvulcanized rubber C passage side (the second passage side) 
toward the unvulcanized rubber A passage (the first passage) such that subblock insert 
30 extends completely across the opening of the die plate 6 so that the third passage 
10c-1 is completely isolated and the flow of unvulcanized rubber C is not affected by the 
flow of unvulcanized rubber A through the passage 11a. Nakamura fails to teach 
disposing the end portion of subblock insert 30 "at a portion substantially corresponding 
to a widthwise intermediate portion of the opening of the die plate, the widthwise 
direction corresponding to a direction in which the first weir protrudes". The prior art of 
record whether taken singly or in combination fails to disclose, teach or suggest "one 
end portion of the first weir is connected to the passage-forming die and the other end 
portion thereof is disposed at a portion substantially corresponding to a widthwise 
intermediate portion of the opening of the die plate , the widthwise direction 
corresponding to a direction in which the first weir protrudes" (emphasis added) in 
combination with the remaining limitations of claim 1 . 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
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accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

3) Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Steven D. Maki whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
1221 . The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. - Fri. 7:30 AM - 4:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Blaine Copenheaver can be reached on (571 ) 272-1 1 56. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). , 

STEVEN D. MAKI ^' ZZ 
^ ,. PRIMARY EXAMINER 

Steven D. Maki - GROUP 1300— 

November 22, 2004 ^ 




